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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF THE 2016 NATIONAL
DAY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2017

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
rise today in recognition of the 38th anniver-
sary of the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA).
Signed by President Carter on April 10, 1979,
the TRA had strong support from Congress
and that support remains strong to this day.

One of the most important aspects of our
friendship with Taiwan is trade. In 2016, trade
between the United States and Taiwan ac-
counted for an estimated $86.9 billion. In addi-
tion, Taiwan remains our 10th largest trading
partner in the world. Because of this important
relationship, an updated U.S.-Taiwan bilateral
trade agreement would be an asset to our
trade balance, our economic strength, and our
strategic partnership with our ally Taiwan. We
have had a great relationship with Taiwan
over the years and it is my hope, and my ex-
pectation, that we will build on our partnership
to create even more prosperity for America
and Taiwan. | will work with both my col-
leagues in Congress and the President to
move such an agreement to fruition.

There has been—and remains—a unique
balance for the United States in dealing with
Taiwan, the Republic of China, and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. We value our relation-
ship with each as major trading partners and
key allies in the war on terrorism and violent
religious extremism. When Chinese President
Xi visits the United States, our nation will wel-
come him and further our friendship, but we
will not waiver in our friendship and strategic
support of Taiwan.

The Taiwan Relations Act is a cornerstone
of our foreign relations in Asia and we will
continue our long-term strategy of defending
our allies, making new allies in the region, and
promoting peace and prosperity through trade
and defense policies.

Mr. Speaker, it's an honor to recognize the
anniversary of the TRA and the entrepre-
neurial spirit of the people of Taiwan.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF KATHY
REDMAN

HON. RON DeSANTIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2017

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to honor Ms. Kathy Redman’s almost 39
years of distinguished federal service.

On April 1, 2017, Ms. Redman will retire as
the Southeast Regional Director for U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). In
her current role, she leads USCIS operations
in nine states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands and manages nearly 1,000 em-
ployees.

From her humble beginnings as an inspec-
tor at JFK airport in New York City, Ms.
Redman has become a trusted USCIS em-
ployee who has served in posts from New
Delhi to Detroit. Over the course of her career,
she has naturalized more than 40,000 new
Americans.

Ms. Redman’s expertise and knowledge of
our nation’s immigration laws have been an in-
valuable resource to my office. Ms. Redman
and her staff have assisted countless constitu-
ents by expediting appointments in time of cri-
sis and resolving complicated applications.

On one memorable occasion, Ms. Redman
helped our office expedite a Naturalization
ceremony for the spouse of a deploying Air
Force officer. It is always a treasured moment
when a new American takes the oath of alle-
giance to support and defend our Constitution.

| wish Ms. Redman all the best as she be-
gins her retirement in our beautiful state of
Florida.

————

CONGRATULATING LETTERKENNY
ARMY DEPOT ON ITS 10TH
SHINGO MEDALLION AND ITS
COMMITMENT TO OPERATIONAL
EXCELLENCE

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2017

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Letterkenny Army Depot in my
district on receiving its 10th Shingo Medallion
for Operational Excellence.

Shingo Prizes are awarded to organizations
that not only provide great results, but also go
above and beyond to cultivate a culture of
enablers and streamliners in the workplace.
The high bar set to achieve the award led
Businessweek to dub Shingo Awards the
“Nobel Prize of Manufacturing.” Letterkenny
made history in 2005 when it became the first
Army Depot to win a Shingo Institute prize,
when the depot was awarded the Silver Me-
dallion.

Eleven years later, Letterkenny Army Depot
was just awarded this year's Bronze Medallion
for its Patriot launcher new-build program—its
10th medallion in 13 years. This is the first
time an Army depot built a new Patriot air and
missile defense system major end item, and to
have it result in a Shingo Medallion exempli-
fies Letterkenny Army Depot's deep commit-
ment to manufacturing excellence. With more
than 20 years of experience in working with
the Patriot missile system, and now 10 Shingo
Medallions in the last 13 years, it is clear that
Letterkenny is delivering outstanding results
and support to our national defense.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to congratulate
Letterkenny Army Depot on its 10th Shingo
Medallion. This is an outstanding achieve-
ment, and | encourage all of my colleagues to
celebrate Letterkenny’s success as a crucial
installation to central Pennsylvania and to the
security of our nation.

GUN VIOLENCE RESEARCH
LEGISLATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2017

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, today | am proud to reintroduce
legislation to authorize the use of federal
funds for long overdue research on firearm
safety and gun violence.

For too long, Congress has failed to ad-
dress the public health crisis caused by gun
violence. On average, there are 32,000 deaths
and 76,000 injuries from gun violence each
year in the United States. Gun deaths now
outpace traffic fatalities in our country. It is
time to address the epidemic of gun violence
and prevent future incidents. Public health re-
search will help identify effective solutions we
can implement in order to save lives.

The bill | introduce today, with companion
legislation introduced by Sen. ED MARKEY,
would authorize $10 million in annual funding
for the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) through Fiscal Year 2023. This
funding will allow the CDC to implement the
research agenda outlined in a 2013 report
issued by the Institutes of Medicine that identi-
fied areas in need of study to better under-
stand the underlying causes of gun violence
and develop strategies for prevention.

We have more gun-related deaths than any
other developed country, yet we have put pro-
hibitions in place that prevent us from obtain-
ing comprehensive, scientific information about
the causes and characteristics of gun vio-
lence. This public health crisis cannot be ig-
nored any longer. This legislation addresses
the epidemic of gun violence and identifies the
best strategies to prevent future incidents.

I’'m proud this bill has gained the support of
leading groups on gun violence prevention,
like Everytown for Gun Safety, and the public
health  community—including the American
Medical Association (AMA). The AMA said
“gun violence in the United States is a public
health crisis requiring a comprehensive public
health response and solution.” | could not
agree more.

| hope my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting this important legislation that can save
lives.

———

CONGRATULATIONS MINNETONKA
BOYS ALPINE TEAM

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2017

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to congratulate the Minnetonka High
School Boys Alpine Skiing Team on recently
winning the Minnesota High School State
Championship.
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